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UTRGV to offer guaranteed tuition
Rates to be fixed for four years, students told at forum
Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN

Fall 2015 tuition rates at the University
of Texas Rio Grande Valley will
depend on the number of credit
hours a student has, officials
said at a forum on tuition
and fees held Nov. 20 in
the Student Union’s Gran
Salón.
About
100
UT
Brownsville students
attended the forum,
wanting to know about
the proposed increases
of the new university
that will form from

the consolidation of UTB and UT Pan
American.
Martin Baylor, UT Pan American’s
vice president for Business Affairs and
chairman of the Tuition and Fees Task
Force, gave the presentation.
“Total academic cost is comprised of
statutory tuition, designated tuition,
mandatory fees and an average of your
college and course fees for a resident
undergraduate student taking 15 [credit]
hours,” Baylor said.
He said the task force is recommending
a “12-hour cap,” a strategy used by
universities in Texas that encourages
students to take more than 12 credit
hours at no additional cost. Currently,
this strategy only applies to resident

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian

students.
Currently,
71.4
percent
of
undergraduates attending UTB and
UTPA are full-time students taking 12
or more credit hours and 28.6 percent
are part-time students taking 11 or fewer
hours.
A guaranteed tuition plan in which
undergraduate tuition rate is fixed for
four years also was recommended by the
task force.
“Should the need arise that the student
can’t accomplish the degree plan within
the four years and had to go to a fifth
year … they see a slight increase in their
overall costs for that fifth year,” Baylor
said. “Should they need a sixth year …

See TUITION, Page 14

Commencement
set for Dec. 13

Martin Baylor, UT Pan American’s vice president for Business Affairs
and chairman of the Tuition and Fees Task Force, answers students’
questions about the proposed Fall 2015 tuition rates for the University
of Texas Rio Grande Valley during a forum conducted Nov. 20 in the
Student Union’s Gran Salón.

One of UT Brownsville’s last
graduating classes

Judge denies temporary
injunction in Lincoln Park suit
Michelle N. García
THE COLLEGIAN

A
state
district
court
judge
has denied a request for a
temporary
injunction
on
the
conveyance of Lincoln
Park from the City
of Brownsville to the
University of Texas
System.
Luis
Saenz
and
Matthew Kendall filed a lawsuit
Nov. 7 against the city, UT
Brownsville and UT System, alleging
the conveyance is illegal and requested
a temporary injunction that would stop
the city from conveying the park to the

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian

UT Brownsville Dean of Graduate Studies
Charles Lackey places a hood on Melissa
Valadez as she receives a master’s degree in
educational leadership during Spring 2014
Commencement.

See LINCOLN, Page 7

Ceremony to honor
graduating students

Andrea Torres

3 to receive Leadership Rings
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About
40
students will receive
UT
Brownsville’s
official class ring
at 5 p.m. Friday in
the Student Union’s
Gran Salón.
S t u d e n t
Engagement
Coordinator
Yaribel
Caraveo
said the ceremony
honors
students
who are about to
graduate and who
have bought the
graduation ring.
“It’s just to honor
the fact that they
have come a long
way,” Caraveo said.

Eight hundred thirty-one students are
expected to graduate Dec. 13 in one of the
last commencement ceremonies for UT
Brownsville.
The number of expected graduates
has increased since the last winter
commencement.
“It’s up by 19 percent from last year.
Last year, we had 699 at this time,”
said Sylvia Leal, UT Brownsville’s vice
president for Enrollment Services.
UT Brownsville will merge with
the University of Texas Pan American
to become the University of Texas Rio
Grande Valley in Fall 2015.
Leal said the number of graduates
per college and school are College of
Liberal Arts, 318; College of Education,
211; School of Business, 138; College of
Science, Mathematics and Technology,
114; College of Nursing, 31; and the
College of Biomedical Sciences and
Health Professions, 19.
Of the 831 graduates, 659 will receive
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Human Ribbon

UT Brownsville students, faculty and
staff are invited to wear a red shirt to
participate in a photo scheduled at 1:30
p.m. today on the Student Union lawn in
observance of Worlds AIDS Day. For
more information, call Student Health
Services at 882-3896.

Job interview tips

An information session titled “Avoid
These Top Five Mistakes at Your
Next Job Interview” will be held
from noon to 1 p.m. Tuesday in the
Main Building’s Salón Cassia. The event
is part of a wellness series sponsored
by Student Health Services, the
Campus
Suicide
Prevention
Program and the Substance Abuse
and HIV Prevention Program.
For more information, call Counselor
Sandra Rubio at 882-3896.

Math and Science Academy info

The Mathematics and Science
Academy will host information sessions
for incoming high school students.
At MSA, students take classes from
university faculty with regular UTRGV
students in an environment of close
supervision and guidance. Admission to
MSA is free. Information sessions will be
held Saturday and Jan. 24, Feb. 7, Feb.
21, March 21 and April 11. All sessions
start at 10 a.m. in Main Building Room
2.112. For more information, email MSA
Coordinator Camilla Montoya at
camilla.montoya@utb.edu.

Tennis tournament

A tennis tournament will take place from
4 to 8 p.m. Friday at the Tennis Center,
3 Event Ctr. in Brownsville. Registration
ends at 4 p.m. Thursday at the Casa Bella
club house. The tournament will be a
one pro-set round-robin tournament
with two divisions, men’s and women’s,
exclusively for UT Brownsville students.
First-place winners will receive a

gift bag. Registration is free. For
more information, call the Office of
University Recreation at 882-7176.

Civic Engagement Scholarship

Full-time UTB undergraduate students
with a grade-point average of 3.0 or
higher and at least 60 credit hours may
apply for the Spring 2015 Center for
Civic Engagement Scholarship.
The deadline to apply is Dec. 8. The
application is available at utb.edu/
cce. For more information, contact
Civic Engagement Coordinator Estela
Martinez at 882-4300 or email estela.
martinez15@utb.edu.

Clear overdue library fines

Overdue fines at the University Library
may be cleared by bringing an unwrapped
toy to the Library and Research Services
Desk, located on the first floor. Toys will
be accepted until Dec. 12 during regular
business hours. Donate new, unwrapped
toys appropriate for ages 2 to 12 years.
The toys will be given to children in
the community. For more information,
contact the University Library at 8828221 or email circulation@utb.edu.

Dance tryouts

The UTB Feline Dancers will conduct
tryouts at 10 a.m. Dec. 15 to 17 at the
Texas Southmost College Rec Center
multipurpose room. No experience
is required. For more information,
email team officers Vicky Sanchez at
v.sanchez1498@hotmail.com or Pilar
Ochoa at Amor_paulina@hotmail.com.

Prepare for GRE

UT Brownsville’s Language Institute
will offer an intensive preparation course
for the Graduate Record Exam
beginning Dec. 15. The four-day course
will be offered from 6 to 9 p.m. For
more information, call the Language
Institute at 882-4180 or email language.
institute@utb.edu.

POLICE REPORTS
The following are among the incidents reported to University Police between Nov. 10 and 18.

Nov. 10

8:31 a.m.: A Casa Bella resident called
University Police to report a set of stolen
headphones. The resident told police
he left the headphones on a nightstand
inside his room during the weekend and
noticed them missing when he returned
to his room.

Nov. 12

8:39 a.m.: A staff member reported
that a window was broken at Resaca
Village on Price Road. The staff member
said he heard a loud noise when he went
into the building. He said that no one
broke into the building and believes the
temperature change caused by opening
the front main door caused the window
to shatter. A student was next to the
window and told University Police that
the window broke all of a sudden. The
student was not injured. Physical Plant
and the Environmental Health and Safety
office were notified of the situation.

Nov. 13

1:07 p.m.: A student found drug
paraphernalia in Lot A1. University
Police took custody of the substance and
secured it.
2:58 p.m.: The Barnes & Noble
Bookstore manager reported a possible
theft. University Police made contact
with the manager who said one of her
employees saw two individuals run out of
the store with possible stolen items. The

store manager said the staff could not
determine if any items were missing.

Nov. 16

5:25 p.m.: While on patrol, a University
guard witnessed a palm frond fall
and break a window in Eidman Hall.
University Police notified GCA Custodial
Services and the Facilities Department to
clean the area and fix the window.

Nov. 17

11:15 a.m.: Two vehicles collided in Lot
A1 after both drivers attempted to back
out of their parking spaces at the same
time. One of the drivers said the other
driver left the scene because he needed
to get to work. The reporting party gave
a description of the male driver and his
vehicle.

Nov. 18

8:16 a.m.: A media projector was
reported missing from a classroom in
the Main Building. A staff member said
she noticed the projector was missing
from the ceiling mount. University Police
processed the scene.
9:17 a.m.: A student reported that her
vehicle was damaged two weeks before
while it was parked in Lot A1. She said
she returned to her vehicle after class
and found damage to the driver’s door
and rear bumper. The officer observed
paint transfer on her vehicle.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras

Tutors wanted

The Learning Enrichment Center
is hiring tutors for the Spring 2015
semester. Starting pay is $10 per hour.
All majors are encouraged to apply.
Applicants must have 3.0 grade-point
average and a B+ or better in courses
they wish to tutor. A’s in Composition
I and II are required for writing tutors.
Math applicants must have completed at
least two math courses prior to applying.
The deadline to apply is Dec. 19. For
more information, contact Academic
Department Liaison Judy Moreno at
882-8208 or email judy.moreno@utb.
edu.

Medical school at Houston

The Office of Health Professions
Careers is accepting applications for
the Houston Assured Admission
Program.
The
program
allows
undergraduate sophomores to interview
and gain admission to the University
of Texas Health Science Center at
Houston Medical School. Students
accepted for interview will be invited to
Houston to tour the medical school, meet
with first-year medical students and
interview with admissions committee
members. Students may download the
application at http://www.utb.edu/
vpaa/csmt/ohp/Pages/UTBHouston.
aspx. For more information, contact
Program Coordinator Cherie Gallardo
at 882-5059 or email cherie.gallardo@
utb.edu.

Free flu vaccines

Student
Health
Services will
administer free flu vaccines to UTB
students, staff and faculty weekdays
beginning at 8 a.m. in Cortez Hall 237
while supplies last. For more information,
call Secretary Rosie Camero at 8823896.
--Compiled by Oscar Castillo

Meetings
Tabata class

A class in Tabata, a workout to help increase
strength, flexibility and gain muscle while
improving mental and physical well-being, will
be offered from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Wednesday
in the Texas Southmost College Rec Center
multipurpose room. Students, faculty and
staff are welcomed. For more information,
call Suicide Prevention Program Coordinator
Arlene Laboy at 882-6513.

Peer support group

Student Health Services sponsors a
confidential support group for students who
have suffered trauma. The meetings will be held
from 1 to 2 p.m. Thursday in Cortez Hall 220.
Participants will learn new skills to enhance
their life. For more information, call Counselor
Leticia Fierros-Garza at 882-3896.

Overeaters Anonymous

Overeaters Anonymous, a program of
recovery from compulsive eating, meets at 6:30
p.m. every Wednesday in Cortez Hall 220. For
more information, call Martha Sanchez at
882-8952.

Co-Dependency Anonymous

Co-Dependency Anonymous meets every
Wednesday from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the
Casa Bella student housing complex. For more
information, call Student Health Services
Counselor Lynn Black at 882-3896.

Busy Moms

Busy Moms, a free support group for all female
UTB students, meets from noon to 1 p.m. every
Friday in Cortez Hall 220. For more information,
call Licensed Clinical Social Worker Sandra
Rubio at 882-3896.
--Compiled by Oscar Castillo
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More students sign anti-Vaquero petition
Making
house calls
Scheduled rally turns into petition drive against UTRGV mascot
Academic Advising conducts
mandatory sessions
for freshmen at Casa Bella

Kaila Contreras/Collegian
Academic Adviser Janie Llanas assists freshman
Aaron Pedraza during his mandatory academic
advising session Nov. 19 in the Casa Bella
clubhouse.

Oscar Castillo
THE COLLEGIAN

Freshman residents of Casa Bella
were invited to attend their mandatory
advising session Nov. 19 in the student
housing complex’s club house.
“The purpose is to clear students from
mandatory advising before Nov. 24,
when freshmen are allowed to register,”
said Janie Llanas, an academic advising
specialist.
More than 20 students underwent
advising during the session, which began
at 3 p.m. and lasted past 5 p.m.
Llanas said this is not the first time
that advising has been conducted at Casa
Bella.
“We’ve been at the dorms before,” she
said. “Almost every semester, we host an
event for the residents so we can get their
advising done.”
Three advisers helped the UT
Brownsville students, who were waiting
to be cleared for Spring 2015 registration.
Llanas said this is the first year
freshmen are being targeted for advising
at Casa Bella.
“We are going to try to get as many
freshmen cleared before the deadline …
so they can get a good [class] schedule for
themselves and that their classes don’t
get full,” she said.
Llanas said the Academic Advising
Center has been booked for the last
month with students trying to register for
the Spring 2015 semester. Conducting
advising at Casa Bella will help reduce
the number of students making
appointments for advising for the next
couple of weeks.
“One of the main things is that we are
taking the service to them,” Llanas said
about the event. “We are extending our
hours, and we’re doing it there in their
own front yard.”
Aaron
Pedraza,
an
undecided
freshman, said he believes the advisers
coming to Casa Bella is a good idea.
“It saves us some time,” Pedraza said.
“We have a busy schedule and can’t be
going over there and coming back and
going to class and then work.”

WATCH
THE COLLEGIAN ONLINE
UTBCOLLEGIAN.COM

Oscar Castillo
THE COLLEGIAN

Students gathered in the Student
Union Nov. 20 to state their disapproval
of the new University of Texas Rio
Grande Valley mascot, the Vaquero.
“The reason I organized the protest
is because Dr. [Guy] Bailey ignored
the students’ voices,” said Angela
Ruiz, a senior art major. “We are using
our tuition money for these facilities
and we’re paying their paychecks, so
[officials] should listen to us, to what we
want.”
Ruiz was referring to UTRGV President
Bailey’s decision to recommend the
Vaquero as the school mascot for UTRGV
despite the results of a survey that
students, staff and alumni answered in
October.
“[The Vaquero] wasn’t even on the
ballot …” Ruiz said.
The Vaquero was originally one of
five finalists for the new UT Brownsville
mascot in April 2012, after the university
and Texas Southmost College decided to
end their partnership. The Vaquero fell
short against Ozzie the Ocelot, when the
UT System board of regents approved the
Ocelot as the new mascot in November
2012.
“Nobody really voted for [the Vaquero],
it only had like 14 percent,” Ruiz said.
In preparation for the nearly 400
students who accepted the invitation
to attend the protest on social media,
numerous law enforcement officers were
seen stationed throughout campus, but
the students only signed the petition and
left the premises.
Asked why he thought the Vaquero
was inappropriate, junior education
major Robert Torres III replied, “They
spent a lot of money in the Ocelot, and
then to change it to something else and
spend more money that could be spent
otherwise on other things.”
Ruiz said she researched the cost of
making the Ocelot a mascot.
“I did a little research of how much
we were spending with the Ocelot, and

See PROTEST, Page 6
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Lucas Gomez, a junior environmental sciences major (left), and Stephanie Salinas, a freshman art
major, make posters for the protest against the UT Rio Grande Valley Vaquero mascot Nov. 20 in the
Student Union veranda.

Oscar Castillo/Collegian
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A “My Culture Is Not a Mascot” poster and
other signs were placed in a trash can outside
the Student Union an hour after a protest was
to take place against the UT Rio Grande Valley
Vaquero mascot. More than 260 UTB students
signed a petition Nov. 20 against the mascot.

UT Brownsville police officers await the protest
against UTRGV Vaquero in the breezeway of
the Student Union.

Criminal justice students place
in regional competition

SGA gets
UTRGV update

Karina Aguirre/Collegian
Graduate Senator Carlos Gutierrez said many
students who attended the tuition and fees
forum on Nov. 20 disagreed with the proposed
increases. He suggested the SGA conduct a poll
asking the student body what it thinks of the
proposal.
Courtesy photo

Members of the American Criminal Justice Association are shown with the trophies they won during
the regional conference competition last month. Shown from left are Secretary Nora Segura, Andrea
Cavazos, President Karina Ochoa, Jose Luiz Yanez and Vice President Mario Ramirez.

Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN

UTB students have brought home eight
awards they won during the American
Criminal Justice Association Region II
Conference, held Nov. 6-9 in the north
Texas city of Denton.
The students are members of the UTB

Andrea Torres
THE COLLEGIAN

chapter of the American Criminal Justice
Association. The chapter has attended
the conference for seven years.
The ACJA regional conferences help
members to prepare for their future
criminal justice and forensic-related
careers. The four competitions at the
regional conference are Physical Agility,

The Student Government Association
heard updates on the Tuition and Fees
Committee and the University of Texas
System Student Advisory Council during
its meeting Nov. 21.
SGA Vice President of Accounting and
Finance Angelica Corona, who serves on
the Tuition and Fees Committee, spoke
about proposed statutory and designated

See CRIMINAL, Page 6

See SGA, Page 6
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’Cause I may be done, but
I’m perfectly ready for it
Cleiri Quezada
COLLEGIAN EDITOR

I’ve spent so much
time writing news
articles that I find it
a bit challenging to
write about feelings,
but there’s never
been a better time to
do that than now.
So how did I end
up sitting in the editor’s seat of The
Collegian writing this column? It started
the day I was told I would never be here,
and I remember that day as if it were
happening right now.
My mother was a single parent who
held two jobs to make ends meet. She
was often absent through most of my
adolescent years, but my mother had a
goal to see me graduate and enjoy life to
its fullest and all of that became a reality.
But, as they say, “You don’t know
where you’re going unless you know
where you’ve been,” and until right now,
I had forgotten the voices of people who
bullied me through most of my teenage
years.
Growing up it was difficult for me to
understand why I had to go through all of
that. Sometimes, I would beg my mom to
not let me ride the school bus because I
would gag at the thought of being bullied
in public.
I was a quiet person, but I was talented
and always performed well at what I did.
I’m not saying that I was the best, only
that I can accomplish anything I set my
mind to do and eight out of 10 times, they
will be OK. That was my strongest armor
against the people who didn’t wish me
well.
One Friday, things got so bad that a
group of girls followed me home after
school and proceeded to punch and
kick me for what felt like an eternity.
Meanwhile, a bystander was recording
the incident and laughed at me. By
Monday, the entire school knew what
had happened and I became the butt of
everyone’s jokes by lunchtime.
Around that same time, my parents
separated and my stepdad’s side of the
family decided to torture me for the
next three to five years of my life. They
predicted that, because I didn’t have
their blood running through my veins,
I would be a failure and probably drop
out of school or end up pregnant at a
young age. They were just way off. You
shouldn’t wish bad upon others because
what you wish upon them, might just
happen to you.
To them, I say thank you, because I
was able to turn all that sadness into
motivation.
As I continue writing this column,
I find myself reminiscing about the
things I’ve done, places I’ve been and
where I hope to be in the future. I have
worked many long and exhausting hours
to earn my degree and at my job at the
newspaper. I have traveled many places,
including Alaska, where I received credit
for a communication course. There, I had
the opportunity to stand on the highest
mountain peak in North America and
experience the wildlife at its best.
Last year, I flew to Burbank, Calif.,
after being chosen to participate on a
national television talent show called
“Tengo Talento, Mucho Talento.” I took a
selfie next to the Hollywood sign and met
amazing people along the way. These are
definitely some of the highlights of my
college career and memories that will

See COLUMN, Page 11

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Obama’s directive compared
to Lincoln’s proclamation
And this is not original. I wish I had
thought of it, but one listens and learns.
Several observers of history told
me a day after President Barack
Obama issued his directive to partially
remove more than five million illegal

immigrants from the shadows that his
action reminded them of President
Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation in 1863.
Such outrage at Obama even before
his move toward enhancing human
dignity occurred, and the same at
Lincoln the moment he dared to free
even some of the slaves.
Lincoln entered the history books as
a humanitarian, and Obama might do

the same.
Obama has a long way to go when
it comes to removing totally the
five million human beings from the
shadows, let alone about 10 million
more--and it is good to repeat the
term--human beings.
Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky
Brownsville
MYSTERY WORD
HINT: _ r _ s _ n _ _

15 Seconds: Final Exams

Vyvy Nguyen
Biology freshman

Joshua Balladares
UT Brownsville freshman

“I don’t like them and I feel very stressed.”
“We’ve been going over our material all
year, so I think I’ll pull through.”

Victor Manuel Marquez
Engineering physics-mechanical
engineering freshman
“I think you shouldn’t stress too much
over them. They’re important, no doubt,
but if you’ve been doing good the rest
of the semester, just carry on as you’ve
been doing. Maybe a little extra studying,
but if you stress yourself out too much,
you’re just going to scare yourself and
you can’t really work half the time. So I’d
say, just do as you were doing. Maybe a
little work, but it’s just another test.”

“Yo voy a tener cuatro
examenes finales y con el que
voy a batallar un poco es con
el de algebra. Espero que
con mucho estudio lo pase y
les recomiendo a todos que
estudien mucho porque esto
es muy importante para lo
que vas a estudiar o para tus
grados”.
Karen Garate
Estudiante de ciencia forensica de
primer año de TSC

--Compiled by Alberto Garcia
--Photos by Michelle Espinoza
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Giving back to the community
H-E-B serves thousands
at 22nd annual Feast of Sharing
in Brownsville
By Karina Aguirre
THE COLLEGIAN

H-E-B staff, aided by nearly 500
volunteers, served thousands of people
a free pre-Thanksgiving meal during its
Feast of Sharing held today in the Jacob
Brown Auditorium.
H-E-B Food Stores Inc. sponsored
the 22nd annual Feast of Sharing in
Brownsville, in which employees and
volunteers came together to serve the
South Texas community. The tradition
began in 1989 in Laredo and Corpus
Christi. This year, the grocery store chain

will sponsor about 40 Feasts located
across Texas and in Mexico.
“It’s our way, H-E-B’s way, of saying
‘thank you’ to our communities for
supporting us throughout the years, and
giving back to the community,” said Raul
Martinez, co-chairman of the Brownsville
Feast of Sharing.
The Jacob Brown Auditorium was
bursting with members of the community
eager to enjoy the food. Many students
and staff from Brownsville Independent
School District high schools, such as
Porter and Lopez, volunteered along with
employees from Whataburger, South
Texas Vocational Technical Institute and
residents of the Winter Haven Resort.
“I am the student council sponsor
at Porter High School and one of the
functions is community service and my

Feliz Navidad!

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian Photos
Hundreds of people queue up outside Jacob Brown Auditorium on Nov. 19, waiting for their turn to
be served at H-E-B Food Store Inc.’s Feast of Sharing.

cranberry sauce, dressing, green beans,
a dinner roll with a pat of butter and for
dessert, a slice of pumpkin pie.
While enjoying their warm holiday
meal, residents were entertained by a
variety of local performers.
Located just behind the auditorium,
there were H-E-B trucks filled with cooks
who were working hard on preparing the
food for the Feast. Each mobile kitchen
prepared about 2,500 meals an hour.
There were 3,000 pounds of turkey,
2,000 pounds of mashed potatoes
2,000 pounds of vegetables, 120 gallons
of brown gravy and 10,000 slices of
pumpkin pie.
“It’s something that I’ve been doing for
the past five years,” said volunteer Noemi
G. Flores. “I volunteer just for the sake
of helping out. It feels good serving the
community.”

CRIMINAL

University, Grayson County College
and Southern Arkansas University,
among others.
Following are the students who placed
in the competition:
--ACJA
President
Karina
Ochoa, first place in firearms team
and third place in criminal law;
--Vice President Mario Ramirez,
first
place
in
firearms
team;
--Secretary
Nora
Segura,
first
place
in
criminal
law
and
second
place
in
corrections;
-- Jose Luiz Yanez, first place
in firearms team, second place
in individual firearms and third
place
in
police
administration;
--Roy
Resendiz,
first
place
in
management
and
operation;
-- Andrea Cavazos, first place in Lambda
Alpha Epsilon knowledge
To attend and compete in the regional
conference, a member of the association
must be a UTB student with a gradepoint average of 2.5 or higher, be a
national member and be an active local
member for at least one semester before
the semester of competition.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
Firearms, Crime Scene Investigation and
five written exams.
Fifteen members of the UTB chapter
attended the conference and began
training in Fall 2014 by practicing for
each category on a weekly basis. Training
took place Monday through Thursday
at the TSC Recreation Center and on
Fridays they practiced at the Brownsville
Police Department’s obstacle course.
For the firearms competition, the
students practiced shooting the course of
fire every Sunday at South Texas Tactical
Shooting Range. Those who competed
in crime scene investigation received
preparation from forensics Lecturer
Michael Lytle every Friday.
And all the members studied for the
written exams on their own, but also were
able to receive help from their adviser,
criminal justice Lecturer Anastasia
Lawrence.
UTB students competed against their
counterparts from Sam Houston State

PROTEST

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Texas Southmost College Associate Degree Nursing Program Instructor Celia De La Garza (left) and
nursing student Pete Zamarripa enjoy their Thanksgiving meal Nov. 19 inside the Jacob Brown
Auditorium.

A man dances outside the entrance of the
Jacob Brown Auditorium while enjoying free
popcorn served by volunteers.

students wanted to come and participate,”
said Nelda Salazar, an English teacher at
Gladys Porter High school. “My students
commented how honored they were to
have served them. Everybody should
come and give back to the community.
It’s a beautiful thing.”
The line of people waiting to be
served stretched from the entrance of
the auditorium to the lawn and onto
a Texas Southmost College parking
lot. While people waited in line, they
were greeted and entertained by H-E-B
Buddy and friendly staff at the entrances.
Popcorn was served and there were live
performances both inside and outside
the auditorium.
Inside the auditorium, hundreds of
volunteers helped to serve plates that
contained sliced turkey breast smothered
in brown gravy, mashed potatoes,

it’s over $10,000,” she said. “That was
going into the Athletics Department,
marketizing, the Ocelot costume, and
the commercials with the logos; the
commercials weren’t cheap, they were
$5,000.”
Ruiz said that UTB Student
Government Association members—Vice
President of Accounting and Finance
Angelica Corona and Vice President of
Policy and Procedures Danny Corona-suggested she gather a petition with
1,000 signatures to create a referendum

SGA
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Alma Larra Carrillo and fellow band members
perform during the 22nd annual H-E-B Feast of
Sharing in Brownsville.

tuition rates for the University of Texas
Rio Grande Valley, which will open in
Fall 2015.
Corona said that as proposed, statutory
tuition for undergraduates will be $50
per credit hour. Designated tuition would
range between $158 and $188 per credit
hour, depending on the number of credit
hours a student has completed.
Mandatory fees would include the
student services fee at $15 per credit
hour and the university services fee, $29
per credit hour. The medical services fee
would be $30; recreation fee, $79 and
the student union fee, $30.
The Tuition and Fees Committee

for the Nov. 21 SGA meeting. The goal
of the petition is to overturn Bailey’s
decision of the Vaquero, and give the
students the option to create a ballot
and vote for a new university mascot,
according to Ruiz.
The petition was signed by more than
260 UTB students on Nov. 20 and by
200 University of Texas Pan American
students during a protest in Edinburg
Nov. 10.
Some students who signed the petition
also helped make posters for the protest.
“We were small in numbers, but we
were still heard, and that was pretty
cool,” Ruiz said.

conducted forums Nov. 20 on the UTB
and UTPA campuses to receive student
input on the proposed rates.
“Just being there [at the forum], we got
the sense that most students are against
it,” Graduate Senator Carlos Gutierrez
said. “And, I think it would be a good idea
for the SGA to either take a poll to ask the
students what do they think about the
tuition increase. We should at least get
a poll on Blackboard or a poll in school.
We could start doing something, letting
the task force know that students are not
agreeing because at least 25 students
gave their opinion and only two were for
the increase and the vast majority were
against it.”
The next Tuition and Fees Task Force

See SGA, Page 14
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Monica Gudiño/Collegian
Psychology sophomore Kaylan Vazquez (from left), finance junior Ana Victoria de la Garza, nursing
junior Monique Garcia and English Lecturer Pamela Herring speak about the study abroad
experience in Costa Rica.

Karina Aguirre
THE COLLEGIAN

More than 20 UT Brownsville students
who have studied abroad shared their
experiences Nov. 17 during the Study
Abroad Reunion, hosted by UTB’s Office
of Global Engagement in the Main
Building’s Salón Cassia.
“We wanted to bring students who
already studied abroad, either for a
semester or for the summer, to share
the experience with the students who
are interested in going,” said Alla
Paroiatnikova, executive director of
UT Brownsville’s Office of Global
Engagement. “It’s also a reunion for
them because they went together on this
wonderful adventure, so they can come
socialize and share memories.”
Pamela Escobar, a marketing senior,
presented the audience photos of her
time spent in Vienna, Austria.

“It changes your set of mind, changes
the way you think about yourself, the way
you think about the world and what you
want to do afterwards,” Escobar said.
“I really recommend this experience to
anybody that is hesitant about doing it. ...
Go ahead and do it because you’ll never
regret it.”
Nursing junior Monique Garcia,
finance junior Ana Victoria de la Garza
and psychology sophomore Kaylan
Vazquez spoke about their recent study
abroad experience in Costa Rica.
“It was very different from our culture
down here,” Garcia said. “They’re very
much into nature. The way they live, it’s
very open to nature. … It’s a very big part
of their lives and they’re very much into
keeping the animals and the environment
the way it is and untouched from, you
know, our moving society.”
The reunion was part of UT
Brownsville’s observance of International
Education Week.

RING
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William R. Fannin, UT Brownsville
president at interim, will be the keynote
speaker and senior psychology major
Karla Millan will be the master of
ceremonies.
Millan will be among three students
who will receive a graduation ring
courtesy of the university because of
their leadership on campus and the
community at large.
Millan has been awarded the Eddie
Ramirez Scholarship for psychology
majors, the departmental Scholastic
Excellence award and is a member of three
honor societies: Psi Chi, an international
honor society in psychology; Alpha Chi, a
national college honor society; and Sigma
Alpha Pi, a national society of leadership
and success. Millan is working on a
double master’s degree in epidemiology
and health information at the University
Texas School of Public Health.
“My experience at UTB has been
fantastic,” she said. “I have had the
bad things students complain about,
but I have had the good things happen.
Overall, it’s been awesome. I have been
really fortunate to have really competent
educators.”
Millan said she feels honored to
have been chosen as a Leadership Ring
recipient.
“I am really excited,” she said. “I know
a lot people don’t even think about the
ring, they don’t think it’s important.
Their goals are somewhere else but to me
it’s something huge. It’s like one of the
greatest honors they could have given
me.”
After graduation, she would like to
work at a hospital in the preventive
mental health area.

Jose Martinez, a physics graduate
student, is also a Leadership Ring
recipient.
Martinez discovered 21 pulsars as a
student at the university, one of which is
a double neutron star system. Only 10 of
these systems are known in the universe.
He was the UTB representative on the UT
System Student Advisory Council, was
elected king of the 2012 Bougainvillea
Ball and was a member of Mu Alpha Nu
social fraternity. He has completed two
internships in Germany and lately has
been involved in helping bring SpaceX to
Brownsville.
After graduating with his master’s in
physics, Martinez will start his doctoral
studies in the Max Planck Institute for
Radio Astronomy in Bonn, Germany.
Afterward, he plans to return to
Brownsville and work for SpaceX.
“I feel pretty proud about it,” Martinez
said about being a recipient. “Not that
many students get selected, so I am very
honored to get it. … I am just happy that
I will take something home or wherever
I go.”
He believes the Physics and Astronomy
Department at UTB has prepared him
for the research he conducts and to be
a doctoral student at an international
school.
Chayse Sundt, a senior English
education major, also will receive a
Leadership Ring.
Sundt has been a University
Ambassador, University Scholar and the
Circle K International vice president. He
also works as the Martin Luther King
Day of Service student coordinator in
the Office of Student Engagement and
as a resident assistant for the Office of

See RING, Page 14

UT System.
During a hearing Nov. 19, 138th
District Court Judge Arturo Nelson heard
arguments from attorneys representing
the plaintiffs and the defendants.
Nelson also heard the testimony of
former Brownsville Mayor Pat Ahumada,
a real estate appraiser.
Saenz, the Cameron County district
attorney, and Kendall, an assistant DA,
filed the lawsuit as private citizens. Lupita
Moreno, who takes her grandchildren
regularly to the park on University
Boulevard, was added later as a plaintiff.
They claim the sale of Lincoln Park is
illegal and that the Local Government
Code prohibits city commissioners
from voting on items when they have
a conflict of interest. They allege City
Commissioner Rose Gowen has a conflict
of interest because she is an employee of
the UT System.
Michael Cowen, representing Saenz,
Kendall and Moreno, argued that under
the Texas Constitution, Gowen was
disqualified from voting because she
works for the UT System.
City of Brownsville Attorney Mark
Sossi argued Gowen is an employee of
the UT Health Science Center at Houston
and has no relation to UT Brownsville
and, therefore, has no conflict of interest.
Later in the hearing, Sossi said that UT
Health did not receive any benefit from
Gowen’s vote.
He also presented an opinion by
former Texas Attorney General Jim
Mattox supporting his argument. This
opinion was regarding the vote of four
city council members of San Marcos on
an issue relating to Southwest Texas
State University in 1988.
The opinion states: “Chapter 171 of the
Local Government Code does not apply
to a vote on a matter involving Southwest
Texas State University by a member of the
San Marcos city council who is employed
by the university or who has a substantial
interest in the university through his
spouse’s employment there. Southwest
Texas State University is not a “business
entity” as defined in Chapter 171.001(2)

GRADUATION

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
a bachelor’s degree, 170 will receive a
master’s and two will receive doctorates
of education.
About 89 percent of the graduates will
receive their first-time degree.
Martie DiGregorio, executive assistant
to President at Interim William R.
Fannin, said commencement will take
place at 7:45 a.m. on the Student Union
lawn.
Before 7:30 a.m., candidates for
graduation are expected to check in in
the Student Union’s Comedor and faculty
must check in at Life and Health Sciences
Building Room 1.104.
Parking is available in Lots B and
C, adjacent to the Regional Academic
Health Center, parking lots next to the
Biomedical Research Building and on
University Boulevard across the street
from Main Building.
“We recommend [students] get
dropped off and that they carpool,”
DiGregorio said. “…We set out 4,100
chairs, so that means we have over 4,000
guests and if they all bring a car, you
can imagine. So, you know, parking is
premium.”
UT Brownsville Provost Alan Artibise
will give the keynote address.
Graduation candidates will receive
diploma covers; the official diplomas will
be available at the Registrar’s Office from
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of the Local Government Code.”
UT System, which wants the land to
expand the UT Brownsville campus, has
offered the city $6.5 million to cover the
relocation costs of the park.
Ahumada testified that the land,
alone, has a current market value of $11
million ($230,000 per acre). He said he
inspected the property and compared it
to six other properties chosen primarily
on the basis of location and exposure.
Sossi and Bill Deane, an assistant
attorney general representing the UT
System and UTB, questioned Ahumada’s
appraisal and claimed it was not accurate.
Ahumada’s appraisal was submitted as
Exhibit 5, but Sossi and Deane objected.
Deane questioned the appraisal
because Ahumada has never appraised
a park before and that the six properties
that he used as comparables were much
smaller than the 47.96 acres that Lincoln
Park sits on.
Sossi argued that Ahumada did
not consider the price the city paid
for the park when it acquired the
land. He was also concerned with the
overall methodology Ahumada used to
determine the fair market value and
that his appraisal did not consider that
some assets would be moved to the new
location if the relocation of Lincoln Park
was approved.
Cowen also was concerned about the
lack of an election on the conveyance of
Lincoln Park.
Sossi argued that the Brownsville City
Commission vote was to commence a
negotiation, not the conveyance of the
land. He said the plaintiffs “jumped
ahead” because negotiations were still
being made and no contract had been
drawn.
Sossi further argued that the plaintiffs’
concern is in regard to fund expenditures
and since no funds have been spent, the
injunction is unnecessary.
Attending the hearing were Gowen and
fellow Commissioner Jessica Tetreau.
Despite Nelson’s ruling against the
temporary injunction request, Saenz said
the lawsuit will move forward.
“It’s not over by any means,” Saenz
said in a telephone interview after the
ruling. “The lawsuit continues. We hope
to prevail on another day in front of a
jury.”
Jan. 5-9, 2015.

Inclement Weather Plans

In case of inclement weather,
commencement will be split up over two
days in the Gran Salón. The ceremony
for the College of Liberal Arts will take
place Dec. 12. The graduates with last
names that start with the letters A-M will
graduate at 6 p.m. Those with last names
N-Z will graduate at 8:30 p.m.
On Dec. 13, candidates from the
College of Science, Mathematics and
Technology, College of Nursing and
College of Biomedical Sciences and
Health Professions will graduate at 9
a.m. in the Gran Salón, followed by the
School of Business at 11 a.m. and the
College of Education at 1 p.m.
For the inclement weather ceremonies,
each graduate will receive three tickets
for their guests. The tickets will be
distributed to graduates between 8 a.m.
and 5 p.m. Dec. 11 at the Enrollment
Center at The Tower in Main.
If there are weather issues during the
week of graduation, the final decision of
how the ceremonies will take place will
be made by 3 p.m. Dec. 10.
“Please check the website for
inclement weather plans,” DiGregorio
said. Candidates will receive information
regarding the change via email. It will
also be posted at utb.edu, on Facebook
and Twitter.
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CLUB
SPOTLIGHT
Name: Student Media Club
Purpose: It is the mission of the Student
Media Club to provide timely news and
information to students and employees
of the University of Texas at Brownsville
and to provide a learning environment
for students interested in print and
broadcast journalism. The Student
Media Club provides an outlet for
student expression and a forum for the
exchange of ideas through The Collegian
newspaper, The Collegian Online, “The
Collegian News” webcast and UTB Radio.
The publications and broadcasts strive
to include fair, complete, balanced and
accurate coverage of events impacting
the university community, with emphasis
on matters that most directly affect
students.
President: Cleiri Quezada, Collegian
editor
Vice President: Magaly Rosales
Secretary: Albert Garcia
Treasurer: Héctor Aguilar
Adviser: Azenett Cornejo, director of
Student Media
Activities: Produces The Collegian, UTB
Radio programming and “The Collegian
News” webcast. Membership: Texas
Intercollegiate
Press
Association,
College Media Association and College
Broadcasters Inc.
Achievements: Earned 15 awards at
the 2014 Texas Intercollegiate Press
Association Convention, held April 10-12
in San Antonio.
Meetings: 3:30 p.m. every Monday and

on campus
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Student Media Club

Karina Aguirre/Collegian
Members of the Student Media Club are (front row, from left) Michelle Espinoza, Treasurer Héctor Aguilar, Xavier Castañeda and Vice President Magaly
Rosales. Back row: Student Media Director Azenett Cornejo, Leslie Rae Ramos, Andrea Torres, Michelle N. Garcia, Clarissa Martinez, Mauricio Salazar,
Jesus Sanchez, Secretary Alberto Garcia, Oscar Castillo, Gilbert Yañez, Karina Aguirre, Maria Rincon, Monica Gudiño, President Cleiri Quezada, Kaila
Contreras and Student Media Secretary Ana Sanchez.

Wednesday for the newspaper staff; 1:30
p.m. each Monday for the radio staff.
Membership requirements: Must be
an employee of Student Media.

Dues: $20
For more information:
collegian@utb.edu
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño

e-mail

Happy Holidays
from us
to you!
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Before and After:
Christmas edition

arts & entertainment
The Collegian
Students take spotlight
UTB’s
during Noche de Estrellas
got talent

Monica Gudiño/Collegian Photos

Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN

Christmas is just around the corner
and that means you might want to start
getting your decorations out. If you don’t
want to spend money on a real Christmas
tree, you can get a small artificial one to
place on a side table in your living room
or the nightstand next to your bed.
I bought a tree that comes with lights
already wrapped around it.
The first step is checking to see if the
lights work and then placing them on the
tree either vertically or horizontally.
After the lights, I used shiny red, green
and yellow plastic stringed beads on the
tree. You can also use tinsel or ribbon.
Here comes the fun part. Pick the
ornaments of your liking--colored
spheres, figurines or even plastic flowers
and candy canes.
I picked plastic figurines in the shape of
Christmas characters: angel, snowman,
Santa Claus and a teddy bear, among
others. I also adorned it with little plastic
apples.
For the top of the tree, you can use a
star, an angel, or a ribbon—handmade or
store bought.
I used a handmade ribbon that is easy
to make by following the instructions at
http://kristenscreationsonline.blogspot.
com/2009/11/how-to-make-treetopper.html
The most important part of decorating
your Christmas tree is having fun while
doing it and enjoying the Christmas
spirit that is in the air.

Los C’Lotes

Enrique Reta, a TSTC drafting major, and Brisa Rodriguez, a UTB senior government major, perform
“Crazy in Love” by Beyoncé. Reta and Rodriguez placed second and earned $150.

Oscar Castillo/Collegian Photos
Freshman nursing major Damian Martinez
reacts after receiving positive feedback after his
performance at the Noche de Estrellas student
talent show. Martinez performed an original
piece titled “Conquista hoy mi corazon.” He
won first place and received $300.

Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN

The Student Union’s Gran Salón was
filled with performances that included
singing, dancing and poetry reading Nov.
19 during the Noche de Estrellas talent
show.
“It’s an opportunity for our student
body to come out and showcase whatever
talent they may have, whether it may be
singing, dancing or reading a poem,” said
Vanessa Sandoval, a senior government
major and president of the Campus
Activities Board, which co-sponsored
the show with the Office of Student
Engagement.
Nursing freshman Damian Martinez
won first place and $300 by performing
a song he wrote, “Conquista hoy mi
corazón.”
Martinez said he decided to participate
in Noche de Estrellas because God had
planned for him to bless others through
his music.
“He was the one that inspired me the

Ricky Alexander, a graduate biology major,
performs “Meet Me in the Morning” by Bob
Dylan. Alexander tied for third place and was
awarded $50.

whole time to do it and to bless others
with my music,” he said.
Second-place winners were the
duet BMR, composed of Briza Marie
Rodriguez, a senior government major,
and Enrique Reta, a Texas State Technical
College drafting major, who performed a
cover of Beyoncé’s “Crazy in Love.”
They received $150.
“It was really exciting for me,”

Iliana Salazar, a senior Spanish major, performs
a hip-hop mix dance. Salazar tied for third place
and won $50.

Rodriguez said. “I was nervous all
day leading up to the performance,”
Rodriguez said. “I have never competed
in a talent show, so this was the first time,
so that’s really why I did it. … It was really
great. I really enjoyed the reaction from

See NOCHE, Page 11
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Más de 800 se graduarán el 13 de diciembre

temporal;
los
diplomas
oficiales
serán disponibles en la oficina
de registro de enero 5-9, 2015.

Ceremonia entre las últimas
de UT Brownsville

Opción en clima inclemente

Andrea Torres
THE COLLEGIAN

Ochocientos treinta y un estudiantes
se esperan graduar el 13 de diciembre
en una de las últimas ceremonias
de graduación para UT Brownsville.
El número de los graduados esperados
ha aumentado desde la última ceremonia
de graduación del invierno pasado.
“Aumentó por 19 por ciento desde
el año pasado. El año pasado tuvimos
699 a estas alturas”, dijo Sylvia
Leal,
vicepresidente
de
servicios
de inscripción de UT Brownsville.
UT Brownsville se fundirá con
University of Texas Pan American para
convertirse en University de Texas
Rio Grande Valley en otoño 2015.
Leal dijo que el número de graduados
por colegio y escuela son colegio
de artes liberales, 318; colegio de
educación, 211; escuela de negocios,
138; colegio de ciencias, matemáticas,
y
tecnologías,
114;
colegio
de
enfermería, 31; y el colegio de ciencias
biomédicas y profesiones de salud, 19.
De los 831 graduados, 659 recibirán una
licenciatura, 170 recibirán una maestría y
dos recibirán doctorados de educación.
Cerca de 89 por ciento de los
graduados recibirán su primer diploma.
Martie
DiGregorio,
asistente
ejecutiva al rector interino William
R. Fannin, dijo que la ceremonia

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian
Los estudiantes caminan hacia sus asientos antes de que comience la ceremonia de graduación de
primavera 2014.

tomará lugar a las 7:45 de la mañana
en los jardines de la unión estudiantil.
Antes de las 7:30 de la mañana,
se espera que los candidatos para
graduación se registren en el Comedor
de la unión estudiantil y la facultad
deberá registrarse en el salón 1.104
del edificio de vida y ciencias de salud.
Estacionamiento
será
disponible
en los estacionamientos B y C, al
lado del centro regional académico
de
salud,
estacionamientos
al
lado del edificio de investigación

biomédica y en University Boulevard
al cruzar la calle del edificio Main.
“Recomendamos [a los estudiantes]
que compartan vehículos”, DiGregorio
dijo. “…Hemos dispuesto 4,100 sillas,
así que eso significa que tenemos más
de 4,000 invitados que si todos traen
un carro, se puede imaginar. Así que,
ya sabe, estacionamiento es escaso”.
El decano de UT Brownsville Alan
Artibise dará el discurso inaugural.
Los candidatos para graduación
recibirán una carpeta con diploma

Representación bíblica
El ministerio católico en campus
acogerá la posada anual el jueves
Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN

El ministerio católico en campus
escenificará la búsqueda de posada de
María y José cuando acoja la posada
anual de 5 a 8 de la tarde el jueves.
La posada será en el centro
Newman,
1910
University
Blvd.
Karla
Rodríguez,
coordinadora
del ministerio católico, dijo que la
posada de este año también tendrá
villancicos y se servirá comida después.
“Es una serie de canciones donde
van de casa a casa y [María y José]
cantarán y las personas no los dejarán
entrar por ser desconocidos… Así
que están pidiendo posada de siete
diferentes casas”, Rodríguez dijo.
Posadas son una parte importante de
las celebraciones navideñas mexicanas,

de acuerdo con la página de Internet
gomexico.about.com, y llevan a cabo
en cada una de las nueve noches antes
de navidad, de diciembre 16 al 24.
El
evento
está
abierto
al
público.
Todos
están
invitados

COLUMN
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stay with me for the rest of my life.
I started working at the Student
Media Department five years ago
and that chapter will end Friday. It’s
heartbreaking and I find it hard to let go,
but it’s time to turn the page and follow
my dreams.
My dream is to become a news anchor
and to someday establish my own TV
network. I don’t see how any of that is
impossible. Nothing ever is.
To The Collegian and UTB Radio staff,
I wish you the best next semester! You are
one of the most positive and enthusiastic
group of students/co-workers I have
had the pleasure to work with. All of you

are headed toward a great future and
I can’t wait to see all of you accomplish
your dreams. Remember that working
for The Collegian and UTB Radio not
only teaches you how to do a job, but
also Azenett and Anita will teach you life
lessons. You might not know it now, but
their words of advice will probably follow
you for the rest of your life.
To Azenett, I want to say that it’s been
a pleasure knowing such a smart and
strong woman. You don’t let a thing go by
you and I’ve always admired the way you
like to share your knowledge with others.
I think that you are one of the hardestworking people I know and you impact
the lives of everyone who know you in a

a

participar en los villancicos.
Se
servirá
tamales,
frijoles,
arroz
y
salsa.
También
habrá
una piñata y dulces mexicanos.
Para más información, llame al
ministerio católico en campus al 541-9697.

positive way.
To our sweet and caring secretary, Ana
Sanchez, in Azenett’s words, “You are
the backbone of The Collegian and we
wouldn’t function without you.”
I will miss working along both of you
amazing ladies.
Finally, I want to thank my mother
because without her, I would never be.
I always try to find ways to impress her
and today I don’t have to try anymore.
Now, I realize I never had to. We did it,
Mom!
The mean people’s voices no longer
ring in my head. I haven’t heard them
in a very, very long time until today.
Writing about it reminded me of them,
but they’re not important anymore.

En caso de clima inclemente, la
ceremonia será dividida en dos días en el
Gran Salón. La ceremonia para el colegio
de artes liberales tomará lugar el diciembre
12. Los graduados con apellidos que
empiecen con las letras A-M graduarán a
las 6 de la tarde. Aquellos con apellidos
N-Z graduarán a las 8:30 de la noche.
En diciembre 13, candidatos del colegio
de ciencia, matemáticas y tecnología,
el colegio de enfermería y el colegio de
ciencias biomédicas y profesiones de
salud graduarán a las 9 de la mañana
en el gran salón, después será el colegio
de negocios a las 11 de la mañana y el
colegio de educación a la 1 de la tarde.
Para las ceremonias en clima
inclemente, cada graduado recibirá tres
boletos para sus invitados. Los boletos
serán distribuidos a los graduados
entre 8 de la mañana y 5 de la tarde
el 11 de diciembre en el centro de
inscripción en la torre en el edificio Main.
Si
hay
problemas
climáticos
durante la semana de graduación,
la decisión final de como tomarán a
cabo las ceremonias se tomará para
las 3 de la tarde del 10 de diciembre.
“Favor de fijarse en la página de Internet
para planes de clima inclemente”,
DiGregorio dijo. Candidatos recibirán
información sobre el cambio vía correo
electrónico. También será anunciado
en utb.edu, en Facebook y Twitter.

NOCHE
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the audience and the performances in
general.”
She said that she would like to
participate in future talent shows and
singing competitions.
Third place was a tie between senior
Spanish major Iliana Salazar, who
performed a hip-hop dance mix, and
Ricky Alexander, a graduate biology
student who performed two Bob Dylan
songs.
Salazar and Alexander each received
$50.
Other performances of the night
included the band MPR, composed
of freshman Jesus Galindo, freshman
physics major Luis A. Segura and
Homer Hanna High School students
Jessalyn Lopez and David Kowalski, who
performed two original songs, “Statusquo Antebellum” and “Seldom Vice.”
Freshman biology major Mee-Lai Wong
danced ballet with a jazz twist. Michelle
Treviño, a sophomore psychology major,
read a poem she wrote, “Through the
Looking Glass.”
“It was very interesting, we had a
variety of acts tonight,” Sandoval said.
“… Everybody was loving it. Everyone fell
in love with the performers and I was just
really glad to see everyone come out and
see the talent we had.”
About 75 students, family and friends
attended to support the contestants.
Judging the talent were Crystal
Chavez, a senior psychology major and
Campus Activities Board member; Joe
Molina, a senior engineering physicsmechanical engineering and lead scholar
for the Center of Civic Engagement; and
Jorge A. Muñoz, Student Health Services
special projects coordinator.
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City tables action on bond issue
Michelle N. García
THE COLLEGIAN

The Brownsville City Commission has
tabled action on the issuance of $26.7
million in General Obligation Refunding
Bonds, Series 2014.
During the commission’s Nov. 18
meeting, Deputy City Manager Pete
Gonzalez asked the commission to table
the item until the Dec. 2 meeting.
The city commission awarded a
contract for several sidewalk and bus
stop improvements to D&G Energy Corp.
of McAllen in the amount of $330,070.
Improvements will be made along Routes
6, 6A, 8, 9 and 15 in the Southmost area
and in the areas of La Galaxia, Heart
Hospital, Wal-Mart and UTRGV. The
Texas Department of Transportation will
provide 80 percent of the funding for this
program and the remaining 20 percent
will be a local match.
A contract for street paving and
drainage for San Marcelo Boulevard
was awarded to Cubco Construction of

Brownsville in the amount of $1,403,070.
J-Quad Planning Group of Addison,
Texas, was awarded a $71,600 contract
to prepare a five-year consolidated
regional plan for the U.S. Housing and
Urban Development program for the
cities of Brownsville, San Benito and
Harlingen. The cities will split the cost of
the contract, with Brownsville’s portion
being $47,972.
The HUD program is designed to
provide affordable and safe housing for
eligible low-income families, the elderly
and people with disabilities.
Commissioners awarded a contract for
the purchase of a financial investigations
system for the Brownsville Police
Department Financial Asset Seizure
Team
to
Actionable
Intelligence
Technologies Inc. of McLean, Va., in the
amount of $50,063.74.
Maria Hall, president and CEO of the
Brownsville Chamber of Commerce,
informed the city commission about Shop
Small, also known as Small Business
Saturday, a nationwide event that was

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian
City of Brownsville Grants Director Stephanie Reyes informs the city commission Nov. 18 about
preparing a regional plan for housing programs in Brownsville, San Benito and Harlingen.

scheduled to take place on Nov. 29.
Hall said this event encourages
people to shop locally and support the
community.
She also spoke about VIVE Brownsville,
a program that distributes discount

cards or e-cards that can be downloaded
on smartphones. The website, www.
vivebrownsville.com, has a list of
participating stores and with the card
customers get discounts for shopping
locally.

TSC board to refinance bonds; TSC, OLLU sign transfer pact
selects master plan design firm
Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN

The Texas Southmost College board
of trustees has approved two resolutions
authorizing the issuance of the TSC
district limited tax refunding bonds and
maintenance tax refunding bonds, Series
2014A and 2014B.
The resolution authorizes the college to
execute documents related to the sale of
the bonds, entering into a bond purchase
agreement, escrow agreement, paying
agent/registrar agreement, approving
and official statement, and authorizing
and approving other related matters.
Chet Lewis, TSC’s vice president of
finance and administration, said the
college has outstanding bonds that will
be reissued in the market to replace the
current bonds.
“If we were to issue those today, over
the life of the bonds, we would save
approximately $4.8 million,” Lewis told
the board during its meeting on Nov. 13.
“And so the way the bonds are structured,
if they were currently priced, and we
would do this today, we would save over
$800,000 in next year’s budget.”
He said the college will pay less interest
on the bonds.
The bonds were originally sold to
fund maintenance and improvement
of campus facilities and for capital
improvements.
Lewis also gave an update on the 65
Fort Brown condominiums the college
owns on University Boulevard. He said
80 percent are occupied and the school
will wait for the upcoming master plan
before deciding what to do with the
condos.
Lewis said the nursing and allied
health labs have been relocated to the
International Technology, Education and
Commerce Center on Mexico Boulevard
and will open in January. Classrooms,
respiratory labs, sonography labs and
nursing simulation labs are also being
built at ITECC.
In its meeting Oct. 16, the board voted
to appoint Muñoz and Co. to provide
professional planning and design services
for the TSC Campus Master Plan.
Muñoz and Co. is an architectural

practice that encompasses governmental,
institutional, higher education, public
education and corporate work. The firm is
located in San Antonio and is recognized
for its public architecture derived from
cultural expression, according to its
website.
“We have a very close evaluation,”
Lewis told the board of the selection
process for the firm that submitted
proposals for the master plan. “Based on
the results, right now the firm with the
highest qualifications is Muñoz and Co.”
The board authorized TSC officials to
enter into negotiations with Muñoz and
Co. to decide the services for the master
plan and execute a contract if reasonable
prices are reached.
The board also approved Sysco Food
Services and Bass Food Services for the
college’s two day care centers.
Lewis said the companies will provide
meats, condiments, milk, canned goods,
vegetables and fruits.”
He said college officials looked at the
qualifications of the food handlers.
“We wanted to make sure that the [U.S.
Department of Agriculture] approved
the food for licensed daycares and also
it meets the standards of state and local
childcare nutrition programs,” Lewis
said.
He told the board that it is common to
have contracts with two companies at a
time.
In other business, the board selected
Marcis and Associates as the custodial
services provider for the college, one
of three companies that submitted
proposals.
Lewis said the company would have
to take care of porches, patios, stairs,
classrooms, restrooms, auditoriums and
other areas.
He said the criteria required from
the company was 24/7 availability,
compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, security procedures and
conditions, the number of full-time and
part-time personnel, hourly wages, and
their supplies and materials budget.
The board’s next scheduled meeting is
at 5:30 p.m. Dec. 18 in the Gorgas Hall
boardroom.

Jesus Sanchez/Collegian
Texas Southmost College President Lily F. Tercero (seated at left) and Our Lady of the Lake
University President Sister Jane Ann Slater sign an articulation agreement Nov. 18 in the Gorgas
Hall boardroom. The agreement will streamline the process for TSC students seeking to transfer to
OLLU upon completion of an associate degree or when ready, according to a TSC news release. TSC
students will be able to take advantage of OLLU’s transfer scholarships, which range from $5,000
to $14,000 per year, depending on the student’s academic standing. Also shown are OLLU officials
(from left): Vice President for Mission and Ministry Gloria Urrabazo, Rio Grande Campus Director
Patricia Longoria, College of Arts and Sciences Dean Michael J. Laney, Vice President of Academic
Affairs Marcheta Evans and Vice President of Enrollment Management Mary Scotka.

Biblical re-enactment
Catholic Campus Ministry to host annual Posada Thursday
Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN

The Catholic Campus Ministry will
re-enact Mary and Joseph’s search for
lodging when it hosts its annual La
Posada from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday in
the Newman Center, located at 1910
University Blvd.
Karla Rodriguez, the campus ministry
coordinator, said this year’s posada will
also feature caroling, and food will be
served afterward.
“It’s a series of songs where they go
from house to house and [Mary and
Joseph will] sing and the people won’t
let them in because they’re strangers …

So they’re asking for posada from seven
different homes,” Rodriguez said.
Posadas are an important part
of Mexican Christmas celebrations,
according to the website gomexico.about.
com, and are held on each of the nine
nights leading up to Christmas, from
Dec. 16 to 24.
The event is open to the public and
guests are encouraged to join the
caroling.
Tamales, beans, rice and salsa will be
served. There will also be a piñata and
Mexican candies.
For more information, call the Catholic
Campus Ministry at 541-9697.
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Ocelots compete in nationals
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Jesus Sanchez
SPORTS EDITOR

The NAIA Men’s Soccer National
Tournament resumes today in Delray
Beach, Fla., and the UT Brownsville
Men’s Soccer Team will be there to
compete in its first ever Sweet 16 round.
In the opening round of the national
tournament, the No. 2-ranked Ocelots
defeated the Rocky Mountain College
Bears 2-1 Nov. 22 at the Brownsville
Sports Park.
This is the first time in UTB history that
the men’s soccer program has qualified
for the NAIA Sweet 16.
“All we wanted to do was win and go
to Florida, and we’ve accomplished that,”
Head Coach Dan Balaguero said after the
Nov. 22 game. “It was a goal of ours for a
long time and we’ve finally done it and it
feels great.”
UTB’s record is 21-o, making them the
only undefeated team in the NAIA.
In the RRAC All-Conference awards
night held Nov. 13 in Houston, the Ocelots
made a clean sweep in the individual
awards. Ricardo Diegues garnered the
Offensive Player of the Year honor; Perry
Goldsbury, Defensive Player of the Year;
Caue Salgado, Newcomer of the Year;
and Balaguero, Coach of the Year.
Diegues, Archie Massen and Fabio
Santos made the First Team. Goldsbury,
Salgado, Juan Ibarra and Carlos Acevedo
were Second Team selections.
Gustav Holmes was the only Ocelot
chosen for the Champions of Character
Team.
Volleyball
After receiving a bye in the opening
round, the No. 5-ranked UT Brownsville
Volleyball Team will compete in the
National Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics Tournament, which begins
Tuesday in Sioux City, Iowa.
“For us, it’s a whole new season,”
Athletics Director and Head Coach Todd
Lowery said of the Ocelots, who are the
defending champions and are seeking
their third national title. “That’s kind of
how we’re looking at it. Everything that
we did all year doesn’t really matter at
this point. We have a chance to go in and

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
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UT Brownsville forward Ricardo Diegues reacts after scoring Nov. 22 against the Rocky Mountain
College Bears at the Brownsville Sports Park.

win a national title, so our focus is getting
better at the things we’re not good at.”
UTB, which is 29-4 overall, hosted
the Red River Athletic Conference
Tournament Banquet Nov. 13 in the
Ringgold Civic Pavilion at Dean Porter
Park. Nine UTB volleyball players
received RRAC honors.
Vanja Joksic was named Player of the
Year; Tina Sekulic, Setter of the Year;
Heather Meeuwsen, Defensive Player of
the Year; and Bojana Mitrovic, Freshman
of the Year.
Joksic, Meeuwsen, Sekulic, Mitrovic
and Anna Siruckova were all First Team
selections. Annelies Dokter and Mayra
Ramirez made the Second Team.
Jennifer
Kowalski
and
Ashlee
Rodriguez were named to the Champions
of Character Team. Valquiria Caboclo and
Danielle Marques received honorable
mention.
Lowery was named the Coach of the
Year.
Women’s Soccer
After defeating the Huston-Tillotson

University Rams 2-1 on Nov. 14, the UTB
Women’s Soccer Team lost 1-2 to the
Our Lady of the Lake University Saints
in the championship match of the RRAC
tournament, held Nov. 15 in the Houston
Amateur Sports Park.
The team ended its final season at 115-2.
“I’ll be helping the girls relocate, get
situated and figure out what they need to
do and what’s best for them next,” Head
Coach Helen Wagstaff said. “I don’t know
what I’m going to do. I, obviously, want
to keep coaching. My options are open,
so I’ll wait and see what opportunities
come about.”
UTB’s athletics program will end
this year as the school prepares for its
consolidation with the University of
Texas Pan American to become the
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley in
Fall 2015. UTRGV will become an NCAA
Division I school and athletics will be
concentrated on the Edinburg campus.
Monica Mendes was named the

See ROUNDUP, Page 14

UTB to host Fall Pan Am Chess Tourney

Photo Courtesy Bartlomiej “Bartek” Macieja

UT Brownsville Grandmasters Andrey Stukopin (left) and Holden Hernandez play a match against
each other Nov. 15 in Round 4 of the Houston Open Tournament. Stukopin and Hernandez tied for
first place in the tournament with a score of 4.5 each.

Jesus Sanchez
SPORTS EDITOR

The UT Brownsville Chess Team
will host the Fall Pan American
Intercollegiate Chess Tournament Dec.
27-30 in the Hilton Garden Inn on South
Padre Island.

“We’re working every day preparing
for the Pan Am Intercollegiate,” Chess
Program Director Russell Harwood said.
“We’re anticipating all the top chess
universities. ... It should be a great event
and we’re looking forward to it.”
Those schools include Webster
University, UT Dallas, Texas Tech

University, University of MarylandBaltimore County, as well as Harvard,
Yale, Princeton, Columbia universities.
The universities that place first
through fourth in the Pan Am tourney
will advance to the President’s Cup
Tournament, which will be held the first
weekend in April.
Four members of the UTB Chess
Team competed in the Fall FIDE Open
Tournament, held Nov. 21-26 in Dallas.
Results were not available at press time.
In the Houston Open Tournament,
held Nov. 14-16, Grandmaster Andrey
Stukopin and Holden Hernandez tied for
first place out of 48 participants with a
score of 4.5 each.
Woman International Master Aura
Salazar
finished
eighth;
Woman
Grandmaster Katerina Nemcova, sixth;
and Simon Vasquez III, 10th.
“It was another success for UTB
students,” Chess Coach Bartlomiej
“Bartek” Macieja said. “Our players
showed a great performance in the
event.”
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www.utbcollegian.com

Name: Danielle Marques
Classification: Junior
Major: Communication
Sport: Volleyball
Position: Outside hitter
Hometown: Minas Gerais, Brazil
Who is your favorite athlete? “David
Luiz, the Brazilian soccer player because
he’s very humble. He’s like super famous
now and he still helps a lot of poor people.
I know because his parents live in my city
and I was lucky I got to know him. I took
a picture with him and I got to know his
parents. Like, they actually have like a
place where they help poor people … like
a charity … and he’s very nice. ”
Who is your role model? “My mom
because she’s very, like, hardworking.
She works really hard since we were kids.
We’ve been through a lot of bad things
since my sister and I, like, our childhood
and she always kept strong and kept a
really good image for us and she educated
us very well. We are the person we are
today because of her.”
What is the best advice you’ve ever
been given and by whom? “I think I
would say my first coach when I started
playing, when I was 8 years old. I had,
like, some bad phases, like I would want
to stop. I would want to quit. I would
want to not go practice and stay with my
friends, and just, like, go to the bad side.
And then he showed me that I would have
to be responsible to be someone in life.
… He helped me to be a person. I don’t
really remember a proper advice but
all the years that I spent with him, like
practicing with him, he actually made me
be a better person.”
What do you like to do for fun? “I
like to watch movies. I like to sleep. I’m a
very calm person. Sometimes I like to go
out, but between going out and going to
sleep earlier with popcorn and movie, I
would prefer watching a movie.”
When did you begin playing
volleyball and why did you start
playing? “I began when I was 8 and now
I’m 23 years old and I started because I
have asthma and I had to do a sport to
help me with my breathing. So my mom
put me to swim, but swimming is really,
really boring and she put me to swim and
my sister to play volleyball, because since
my grandma was alive, like, her dream
was that my dad would play volleyball
and he never did. So, my sister grew up
with that thinking, so once she got into
volleyball she had so much fun and I was
so bored swimming and then I decided to
try going to volleyball and now here we
are.”
Did you play in high school and did
you get any awards? “No. Back home
we don’t really play in high school. It’s
just like a class but we don’t compete or
anything like that. But once I did play for
a school, I got an award for best player of
the championship, but it was just a small
thing. It wasn’t a big deal.”
What are your goals for the season?
“Well, our goal is always win the nationals
and we’re going to nationals after
Thanksgiving and we are very motivated.
We’ve been working really hard. We got
the title last year and we can’t think of

See ATHLETE, Page 14
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TUITION

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
they still see a small price increase.”
Under the plan, entering freshmen and
students who have less than 29 credit
hours and register for 15 credit hours
would pay $3,650 per academic year for
four years, compared with current rate
of $2,964.31 for 15 hours posted on the
UTB website http://www.utb.edu/ba/
afo/Tuition/Documents/Tuition-FeesUndergrad-2014-Fall.pdf
Students who have between 30 and
59 credit hours would pay $3,530 per
year for three years. Students who have
between 60 and 89 credit hours would
pay $3,410 per year for two years and
students who have more than 90 credit
hours would pay $3,290 for one year.
Graduate
students
would
pay
$3,252.50 for nine semester credit hours
per year. That is $1,020.79 more than
what is posted on the UTB website for
Fall 2014 graduate tuition.
Students asked why tuition is being
increased and how the revenue from
tuition and fees will be used.
Senior English education major Chayse
Sundt noted that UTB students pay a
recreation center fee to Texas Southmost
College and that UTPA has its own rec
center.
“Will we still be paying that fee even
though we do not have [a recreation
center] at this campus location?” Sundt
asked.
Baylor replied that students are still
allowed to use the TSC Recreation Center
until UTRGV builds a facility of its own
and students on this campus will have
access to the rec center on the Edinburg

SGA

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
meeting is scheduled to take place
Friday.
SGA Vice President of Administration
Philip Martinez spoke about the UT
System Student Advisory Council meeting
he attended in Austin in November. The
council was created to address issues of
student concern, according to its website.
Martinez serves on the council and two of
its committees, the health graduate and
campus life.
Martinez said the health graduate
committee made three proposals.
“We talked about proposing to the
regents having electronic medical
records of UT students systemwide. With
us getting the medical school, it would be
great having resources for the medical
students,” Martinez said.
The second proposal would be to
increase interdisciplinary teamwork
education,” he said.

ROUNDUP

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
RRAC’s Offensive Player of the Year and
selected to be part of the First Team and
Champions of Character Team. Hanne
Neby and Shauna Peare were First Team
selections as well.
Karla Lozano, Katherine Vega and
Amanda Fulton were named to the
Second Team.
Golf
The UTB Men’s and Women’s Golf

ATHLETE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
anything else but winning again.”
What is your favorite movie?
“‘Brave’ from Disney because I love
Disney. I love princesses. I love all this
stuff and I really like that movie because
… it’s not anymore like those love stories

on campus
campus.
Government
and
psychology
major Vanessa Sandoval asked if the
Brownsville campus will receive as much
funding as the Edinburg campus.
“There will be a budget process to see
how the tuition revenue will get allocated
and I think it wouldn’t be difficult
to present to students some sort of
presentation or posting on the website to
see how your tuition dollars [are] being
used,” Baylor replied.
Carlos Gutierrez, a graduate student in
public policy, asked why the increase in
tuition is so high for graduate students.
“[The tuition] will be a fixed plan as
well,” Baylor said.
“The fixed plan is only for four years,
but students actually take around five,”
Gutierrez said.
Baylor responded, “The state of Texas
would like to see you graduate a little
sooner, so we’re going to try to help you
through that process.”
Baylor did not provide any information
on proposed fees. When students
asked if there was going to be another
presentation on fees, he said there would
not be.
According to a press packet given to
reporters at the forum, the task force is
recommending eliminating certain fees
and funding the activities they support by
the creation of a University Services Fee.
This new fee would fund information
technology access, records/registration,
advising and distance learning.
Under the plan, the library support fee,
international education fee, course fees
(except lab and supplemental instruction
fees) and the general property deposit

would be eliminated and these activities
would instead be funded with designated
tuition.
After the forum, The Collegian called
UTRGV President Guy Bailey and asked
him why there was no mention of fees
during the forum.
“There is no tuition and fee plan for
UTRGV,” Bailey said. “I asked [Baylor] to
help me construct a task for some people,
to put together some ideas and then get
some feedback from students and then
once he had done that, to present a plan
to me.”
Bailey told The Collegian that he asked
Baylor to eliminate most of the fees.
“What I asked Martin to do was to
eliminate most of the fees,” he said. “I
asked him to eliminate every fee that he
could. There’s some you can’t eliminate,
but I asked him to eliminate most of the
fees and roll that into tuition. Fees are
very restricted in how you can use them
but tuition is not. Designated tuition
requires that we set aside a certain
amount of money for financial aid. If
you take the same amount of money and
charge it the same as tuition rather than
fees, what you’re able to do is increase
the amount of need-based financial aid
you can get.”
Bailey also said that he asked Baylor to
develop a plan that was transparent so
students wouldn’t have questions about
what they’re going to pay. The Collegian
told Bailey that students left the forum
confused because no information on fees
was presented. He said the presentation
he saw did have information on fees.
“The version I saw had tuition and
fees together,” Bailey said. “I think there

Martinez gave an example of a nursing
student working with a psychologist
and having them solve a problem, “so
that way, [students] can get used to the
medical field in that aspect.”
The third proposal would be to increase
training for graduate students.
In the campus life committee, two
proposals were recommended: creating
a committee to increase Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transsexual awareness
and enforcing the policy of a smoke-free
campus.
Art education senior Angela Ruiz
addressed the senate on the UTRGV
mascot, the Vaquero.
On Nov. 6, the University of Texas
System board of regents approved the
recommendation of UTRGV President
Guy Bailey to name the Vaquero as the
mascot of the new university.
Many students and alumni have said
they are opposed to the mascot and have
started petition drives.
Protests against the mascot have taken

place on both campuses. Ruiz planned
the one at UTB on Nov. 20. On Nov. 7, the
UT Pan American Student Government
Association “voted in favor of siding
with students in a stance against the
selection.”
Ruiz, who also led a petition drive
against the Vaquero, asked about the
process once she completes collecting the
signatures.
“I talked to [SGA Vice President of
Policy and Procedure] Daniel Corona
regarding the Vaquero mascot … about
getting signatures to go against Dr.
Bailey’s decision. … And he told me that I
just need 1,000 signatures.”
Daniel Corona told Ruiz that she
needed to obtain 10 percent of signatures
of the entire UTB population. Once the
signatures are obtained, they may be
presented to the SGA. The senate then
would present it to the university’s vice
president for Student Affairs, who would
then present it to the president of the
university.

teams will continue their offseason in
preparation for Spring 2015. The women
will compete Feb. 8 in Laredo and both
teams will compete Feb. 14 in Victoria.
“As of right now, we’re kind of just
recovering on classes and getting ready
for the next semester,” Head Coach
Daniel Hayden said. “In the spring, we
have the third hardest schedule in the
nation on both sides, guys and girls.
… The ultimate goal is nationals, but
we should be ready for the conference
tournament.”

Cross-Country
In the NAIA National Cross-Country
Meet, held Nov. 22 in Lawrence, Kan.,
Vanessa Garcia finished in 174th place
out of 336 runners in the women’s 5K
race. David Guillen finished 81st and
Hector Becerra finished 250th out of 320
runners in the men’s 8K race.
Garcia’s finished the women’s race
with a time of 19:54. Guillen finished
the men’s race with a time of 26:17; and
Becerra, 27:57.

like prince and princess, but like a love
story about mom and daughter and I
think it’s really nice.”
Is there a song that gets your head
in the game? “I like to listen to Ed
Sheeran, the new album ‘X.’ And, I listen
to it like all the time, not like only before
a game or anything. I’m going to class
and I’m listening, I’m going to practice,
I’m listening, I’m going to play a game

I’m listening. It’s just so good.”
What are your plans for the Fall
2015 semester? “Unfortunately, we
won’t play anymore, so I’m not sure
what I’ll be doing for next semester.
But I have plans to be studying and
finishing semester by semester until my
graduation. I just want to have good
grades and graduate with a good GPA.”
--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza

The Collegian

are one or two fees in [the presentation]
and that was the point. We were trying
to eliminate those fees. That’s why you
didn’t see them because there aren’t any.
There are a few course-based fees, but
that’s not something generally charged
to students.”
Students asked Baylor if there will be
another forum about the breakdown of
fees before the task force presents its
proposal to Bailey. Baylor responded this
would be the only forum for students.
“In his presentation there should have
been designated tuition; I think there’s a
student services fee … There should not
be many fees because we’re not going to
charge any,” Bailey said.
The
task
force
will
forward
recommendations to Bailey in early
December and the final proposal will
be submitted to the University of
Texas System in mid-December for
consideration by the board of regents in
February.
Currently, 80 percent of students from
both UTB and UTPA receive some sort
of financial aid, which combined totals
$201,319,745. The average annual aid a
student receives is $8,676.
“This data indicates that 80 percent
of our students will experience limited
impact from the recommended rates,”
Baylor said. “This data doesn’t include
the estimated designated tuition set
asides for an additional $5.5 million
that could be generated from the
recommended rates. This additional
funding will be used to limit the financial
impact on a larger number of students,
especially those that fall outside the 80
percent category.”

RING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Residential Life.
“I believe it’s a great honor for a
student to be selected as [a recipient],” he
said. “The recipients show that through
hard work, you can actually achieve
something. And for getting the ring, I
believe that I have the role of a leader on
this campus.”
Sundt plans to pursue a master’s
degree in library science with a focus in
archives and preservation from either UT
Austin or Simmons College in Boston,
and one day he would like to work for
the Library of Congress or in the archives
department of a museum.
“UT Brownsville has brought a lot of
opportunities for me as a student,” Sundt
said. “Being here has been some of the
best four years of my life. I don’t know if
I would have had the same opportunities
if I would have gone somewhere else.”
Thirteen
students
submitted
applications for the Leadership Ring.
They also must submit letters of
recommendation, a résumé, a cover
letter indicating why they should receive
the ring.
Caraveo said the committee usually
selects two recipients but, this year, they
believed three students deserved the
honor.
Students with 75 credit hours or
more may RSVP to the ceremony if they
bought their rings by the last day of the
Graduation Fair held in the Barnes &
Noble Bookstore on campus.
Cake and punch will be served after the
ceremony.
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